
Town of Sterling 
Select Board 

 

PERMIT FOR ENTRANCE TO PUBLIC WAYS 
Article V, Section 1 

 

Applicant’s Name:   Date of Application   /  /    

Applicant’s Address:   Phone No. (  )   -    
 

  
  

Public way where entrance will be located:        

Is this public way a state numbered route?      No     Yes – Route No.     

Will this entrance require removal of trees?    No     Yes 
 

Will this entrance require disturbing an existing rock wall?    No   Yes 

 
 

 
 

APPROVALS: 

ATTACH A COPY OF THE PLAN SHOWING THE ENTRANCE AND ADJACENT PROPERTIES 
(Plans must show dimensions and be of professional quality, hand sketches may not be accepted.) 

1. DPW Superintendent - Date received:   /   /     Approved?    Date    
Signature      Comments:      

 

 
 

Does Applicant need to process this request through Planning Board?  No – Go to Step 3 
 Yes – Go to step 2 
  

2. Planning Board - Date received:   /   /       Approved?    Hearing Date    
Signature      Comments:      

    
    https://www.sterling-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1266/f/file/file/tree_removal_or_stone_wall_removal_application_for_public_hearing.pdf 

 
3.  Fire Chief - Date received:   /   /    Approved?    Date    

Signature    Comments:    
 
 
 
 

4. Building Inspector- Date received:   /   /     Approved?    Date    
Signature      Comments:      

 
 
 

 

5. Select Board - Date received:   /   /    Approved?   BOS Meeting Date:    
Signature       Comments/Special Conditions:     

 
 

 
 

Town of Sterling – General Bylaws Article V – Section 1 

“The construction of a private entrance onto a public way shall be allowed only after a written permit therefor is obtained from 

the Board of Selectmen. The Board of Selectmen in issuing a permit under this bylaw may impose such conditions as it may 

deem necessary. Any such conditions imposed shall be attached to and made a part of the permit.” (over)

Please return this completed form 

to the Select Board’s office at least 

7 days prior to the meeting in 

which this permit will be discussed.  

https://www.sterling-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1266/f/file/file/tree_removal_or_stone_wall_removal_application_for_public_hearing.pdf


Town of Sterling - REGULATIONS FOR THE DESIGNATION OF SCENIC ROADS AND ALTERATIONS OF TREES 

AND STONE WALLS 
 

Section 6.2 - For Stone Wall Removal A public hearing and approval by the Planning Board are not required when in the 

opinion of the DPW Superintendent the following action is warranted: The removal of no more than 18 feet of a stonewall for a 

driveway, or six (6) feet for a walkway. 
 

Section 7.1- Where stone walls exist, the maximum amount of stone wall to be removed is 18 feet for a driveway and six (6) 

feet for a walkway. 
 

A.  Removed stone shall be used to repair other sections of the wall along the road, 

B.  Stone wall sections to be removed for a driveway shall not exceed the driveway width by more than three (3) feet on each 

side for a total not to exceed 18 feet, and 

C.  No wall shall be cut without construction of an appropriate terminus. Appropriate end points are required and consist of a 

stone wall with tapered ends turning back onto the lot along the drive, stone piers, granite post, or wooden post (with or 

without at gate). 

 

Sterling Roads Adopted as Scenic by Vote of Town Meeting: 
 

 
 

  

Albright Road² 
Beaman Road⁴ 
Bean Road⁴ 
Bird Street⁴ 
Boutelle Road⁴ 
Bridge Street⁴ 
Burpee Road⁴ 
Campground Road⁴ 
Chace Hill Road² 
Chamberlain Road⁴ 
Charles Patten Drive⁴ 
Clemence Avenue⁴ 
Crowley Road⁴ 
Dana Hill Road⁴ 
Elliott Road⁴ 
Fairbanks Road⁴ 
Flanagan Hill Road¹ 
Ford Road⁴ 
Gates Road⁴  
Gates Terrace⁴ 
Goulding Road⁴ 
Greenland Road⁴ 
Griffin Road³ 
Hardscrabble Road⁴ 
Hastings Road⁴ 
Hawkins Lane⁴ 
Heywood Road² 
Holden Road⁴ 
Houghton Road⁴ 
Jewett Road⁴ 
John Dee Road⁴ 
Johnson Road⁴ 
Justice Hill Road⁴ 
Justice Hill Road Cutoff⁴ 
Kendall Hill Road³ 

Kilburn Road⁴ 
Laurelwood Road⁴ 
Legate Hill Road⁴ 
Lucas Road¹ 
Maple Street⁴ 
Meetinghouse Hill Road² 
Mellon Hollow Road⁴ 
Mortimer Road⁴ 
Muddy Pond Road⁴ 
Newell Hill Road⁴ 
North Oakdale Cutoff⁴ 
Old Princeton Road East⁴ 
Old Princeton Road West⁴ 
Osgood Road⁴ 
Palmer Road⁴ 
Pine Street⁴  
Pratts Junction Road⁴  

    Redstone Hill Road⁴ 
Redstone Place⁴ 
Reed Road⁴ 
Roper Road⁴ 
Rowley Hill Road² 
Rugg Road⁴ 
School Street⁴ 
Sherwood Drive³ 
South Nelson Road⁴ 
Squareshire Road⁴ 
Stuart Road⁴ 
Swett Hill Road² 
Taft Road⁴ 
Tuttle Road⁴ 
Twine Road⁴ 
Upper North Row Road¹ 
Waushacum Avenue⁴ 
 

Westland Farm Road⁴ 
Wilder Lane⁴ 
Wilder Road⁴ 
Wiles Road⁴ 
Williams Street² 
 
¹Adopted December 2, 1996 
²Adopted May 17, 1997 
³Adopted February 23, 1998 
⁴Adopted May 11, 1998 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sterling-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1266/f/uploads/scenic_roads_bylaw_2-2021.pdf
https://www.sterling-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1266/f/uploads/scenic_roads_bylaw_2-2021.pdf


 

 

STERLING FIRE DEPARTMENT 
5 MAIN STREET – P.O. BOX 21 

STERLING, MA 01564 
Tel: (978) 422-8107         Fax: (978) 422-7832 

 

 
 

DRIVEWAYS & BUILDING ACCESS 
 

The Sterling Fire Department requires all newly constructed driveways be safe, passable and adequate for emergency 

vehicles. In order to accomplish this, the following specifications have been adopted specifically for driveways servicing one 

and two family homes. Driveways used to access buildings other than one or two family homes must meet the requirements 

of 527 CMR1 Chapter 18. 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR TEMPORARY DRIVEWAYS FOR USE DURING CONSTRUCTION 

Any building under construction must be accessible by emergency vehicles. Should a temporary driveway be constructed to 

provide site access it must meet the following criteria: 

 

Temporary driveways must have adequate drainage and be built using a suitable all-weather base material capable of 

supporting the weight of fire apparatus. 

 

Temporary driveways must allow fire apparatus to safely get within 50 feet of the building under construction. 

NEW DRIVEWAY  REQUIREMENTS 

GRADE 

The first 25 feet from the street should have a slope of 4% or less. The maximum grade slope should not exceed 15% on 

straight sections and 8% on curves with a radius of 50’ or less. Driveways longer than 100 feet should have a maximum 

grade slope of 4% for the first 40 feet. 

 

INTERSECTION WITH THE STREET 
 

 

Driveways shall intersect roads at an angle of 90 degrees and must have an edge shoulder radius of 10 feet. Where this 

is not possible, the minimum skew angle allowed is 65 degrees. The driveway entrance turning radius and maximum 

curve radius of the driveway shall not be less than 35 feet measured centerline to centerline. 



DRIVING SURFACE SPECIFICATIONS AND CLEARANCES 
 

 

Any driveway less than 100 feet in length shall have a minimum width of 10 feet.  Any driveway 100 feet or more in 

length shall have a minimum width of 12 feet.  All driveways shall either be paved or composed of an all-weather 

surface capable of supporting the weight of fire apparatus. 

 

Horizontal clearance across the entire length of the driveway shall be a minimum of 20 feet.  Vertical clearance shall be 

a minimum 14 feet.  Special accommodations (such as guard rails) may be required to protect against specific hazards 

(such as steep shoulders, electrical transformers etc.) 

 

Adequate drainage must be provided to ensure stability of the driveway base.  Culverts and ditches shall be used as 

needed to control drainage.  Any bridges or culverts shall be designed to accommodate the weight of fire apparatus. 

TURN-AROUNDS 

 

Driveways over 150 feet in length shall be provided with an approved turnaround at the end (see above diagrams). 
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